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Thirdly, it seems impossible lightly, and on the first
appearance of difficulties, to retire from the task which
was publicly undertaken in the general interest of Europe
and civilisation, and to abandon the results of ten years
of successful effort in that direction. And, fourthly, the
withdrawal of the British troops under such circum-
stances would too probably result in a speedy return to
the former corrupt and defective systems of administra-
tion, and be followed by a relapse into confusion which
would necessitate a fresh intervention under still more
difficult circumstances, though it is not now necessary
to discuss the particular form which that intervention
might assume.

All these considerations point to the conclusion that
for the present there is but one course to pursue ; that
we must maintain the fabric of administration which
has been constructed under our guidance, and must
continue the process of construction, without impatience,
but without interruption, of an administrative and
judicial system, which shall afford a reliable guarantee
for the future welfare of Egypt.

Circumstances might, indeed, occur of the nature I
have indicated, which might render it necessary to
consider the expediency of fresh consultations with the
Suzerain and with the European Powers.

It would serve no useful purpose to discuss at this
moment the prpposals which it might, in that case, be
desirable to bring forward, nor need we attempt to fore-
cast the result. But this at least may be laid down with
absolute certainty: that Egypt would in no case be
released from European control, which might possibly
be asserted in a much more stringent and irksome form
than at present. The contingency is not immediate,
but we are forced to a clearer contemplation of it by
recent occurrences. On the other hand, it is impossible
; not .to see how seriously those occurrences impair the
security for order, justice, and good government which